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Minutes from the Meeting of January 10, 2022

Call to Order:

Meeting called to order in the Assessors Office of the Bellingham Municipal Center located at 10 Mechanic
Street, Bellingham MA 02019 at 3:30 PM. Members present are Tara Damiano, Lynn Roy and Grace Devitt.
Administrative Assessor Elizabeth Cournoyer is also present.

Minutes:

Grace Devitt motions to accept minutes from the meeting of December 13, 2021; Lynn Roy seconds the motion.
Minutes pass with a 2-0 vote with Tara Damiano abstaining as she was not present at the December 13t
meeting.

General Business:

BOA review and approve Motor Vehicle abatement reports for December of 2021. BOA reviews and approves
Nofices of Commitment and Warrants for third and fourth quarter real estate and personal property taxes for
Fiscal Year 2022.

Executive Session:

Board members are polled for the purpose of entering Executive Session under Purpose 7 to discuss and vote on
matters that are confidential in accordance with the law, such as, but not limited to abatements and exemptions
(MGL Ch. 59, Sec. 60), or property income & expense disclosures (MGL Ch. 59, Sec 52B). Roll call vote:
Tara Damiano — Yes; Grace Devitt —Yes; Lynn Roy — Yes. Board enters Executive Session at 3:42.

BOA review and approve confidential FY22 Statutory Exemption applications. A detailed list is attached.

Administrative Assessors E. Cournoyer provides BOA members with an update on the pending ATB case with
190 Mechanic Street (Parcel ID 0051-0016-0000). BOA is provided a review of the appeals filed on behalf of
the taxpayer by Stavitsky and Associates for Fiscal years 2020, 2021 and 2022. E. Cournoyer apprises BOA
members that she had solicited appraisal quotes for warehouses and gas stations and had limited success
obtaining quotes with only one response obtained from Dono & Associates for a sum of $70,000. E. Cournoyer
informs BOA members that a “38-D" request for financial information was made and the appellant provided
some financial information which was forwarded to the tax title attorney working on behalf of the town, Adam
Costa as well as the town valuation consultant, Mayflower Valuation. The appellant included commissions,
management and legal fees in their financial submission which our valuation consultant deemed unsuitable for
the purposes of determining the validity of their argument. BOA members were informed that no PPP funds
were issued to any of the tenants at 190 Mechanic. Mayflower suggested a settlement value of $22,500,000 for




FY2021 and FY2022 presuming that the appeal for FY2020 was withdrawn. B. Cournoyer informed BOA
members of potential ATB exposure based on professional experience as well as advice of Mayflower and legal
counsel Costa. Motion: Chair T. Damiano motions to abate value to $22,500,000 for Fiscal years 2021 and
2022 provided a FY2020 withdrawal is received; G. Devitt seconds motion; vote passes unanimously. E.
Cournoyer will apprise Attorney Costa and report back to BOA.

Fxecutive Session concludes at 4:15.

Open Session resumes:
Open Session resumes at 4:15 where board members agree to next meeting date of Monday February 28, 2022.

Adjourn:
No additional new business. Meeting adjourned at 4:18 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth A. Cournoyer
Administrative Assessor
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